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Det. Fernandez was interviewed at the RPD Magnolia Street Station first floor conference room on 11-16-2011
at 1500 hours. This interview was recorded on my Puma handheld recorder and downloaded to the server. Det.
Fernandez stated he is currently assigned as an investigator in the SACA Unit. Det. Fernandez has been a sworn
officer for sixteen years.

Det. Fernandez said he was asked on 11-15-2011 by Det. Laura Ellefson if he could assist with a search warrant
that she had prepared to serve on 11-16-2011. Det. Fernandez advised he met for the search warrant briefing on
11-16-2011 at 0700 hours at the RPD Magnolia Street Station. Det. Fernandez said he learned this case had to

do with a Det.
Fernandez stated he was told by Det. Laura Ellefson the suspect (Romo) had

although there was a handgun (.25) registered to his wife (Margie). Det. Fernandez said he was told
that family members of the suspect (Romo) stated the suspect’s (Romo) wife carries the gun in her purse. Det.
Fernandez stated he learned the suspect’s wife left for work at 0700 hours therefore the plan was to serve the
warrant a short time after.

Det. Fernandez advised he was assigned to carry the door bang (a large heavy metal tactical breeching device
used by law enforcement) and use it if necessary. Det. Fernandez said he drove to the apartment complex with
Det. Jones and they entered the far west gate of the Tyler Springs complex. Det. Fernandez advised all
investigators (Ellefson, Jones, Cobb and Ramaekers) parked near the south west corner of the complex and
approached the suspect’s apartment on foot. Det. Fernandez said as investigators approached the suspect’s
(Romo) apartment Det. Jones was assigned to cover the rear window. Det. Fernandez said they walked in a
stacked formation on the sidewalk up to the door to the apartment. Det. Fernandez added he and Det. Ellefson
were at the door and Det. Cobb and Sgt. Ramaekers were behind them as the knock and notice was given by
Det. Ellefson.

Det. Fernandez advised the light to the apartment was on upon their arrival but after the knock and notice the
light inside the apartment went off. Det. Fernandez said he heard Sgt. Ramaekers yell out that somebody
(silhouette) had approached the door after the knock and notice but moved away from the door just prior to the
light going off. Det. Fernandez stated Det. Ellefson continued to give the knock and notice without any success
therefore Sgt. Ramaekers told him to use the banger on the apartment door. Det. Fernandez advised he struck
the door several times with the door bang and when it partially opened he could see that had been a living room
couch placed in front of the apartment door. (The front door opens into the living room).

Det. Fernandez advised as he entered into the apartment he pushed the couch slightly so he could step in as Det.
Ellefson stepped into the apartment to his left. Det. Fernandez said he could see the living room, dining room
and kitchen area but didn’t see the suspect (Romo). Det. Fernandez added he used the front door as
concealment as he went to his knees and yelled out to the suspect (Romo) to come out and show his hands. Det.
Fernandez said as he was yelling out to the suspect (Romo) he also heard Det. Ellefson yelling out to the suspect
(Romo) similar commands. Det. Fernandez said as he was yelling out commands he was pointing his handgun
in the direction of the hallway which leads to the rear of the apartment.

Det. Fernandez stated as he was covering the hallway the suspect (Romo) appeared holding a long rifle or
shotgun and was walking in his direction. Det. Fernandez added he knew at this point he had to fire at the
suspect because he (Romo) wasn’t following commands as he (Romo) walked toward them. Det. Fernandez
said he felt he was exposed at the threshold of the doorway with no cover other than using the front wooden
door as concealment. Det. Fernandez stated he was scared for Det. Ellefson safety and his own. Det. Fernandez
advised there was an exchange of gunfire and he was thinking at this point that he needed to get Det. Ellefson
out of the apartment from behind the living room couch. Det. Fernandez said he lost sight of the suspect
(Romo) as the suspect (Romo) flanked out to his right into the kitchen area. Det. Fernandez added he decided to
shoot his rounds through the opened front door in the direction he believed the suspect (Romo) had moved to.
Det. Fernandez advised he then heard Det. Ellefson yell out “he’s (Romo) down” so at that point he and Det.
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Ellefson exited the apartment and took up cover out by the patio. Det. Fernandez said at this point as he was
covering the sliding door of the patio for the suspect’s (Romo) apartment when he heard another shotgun round
fired. Det. Fernandez stated he joined Sgt. Ramaekers over next to the neighbor’s patio fence so they had visual
on the suspects (Romo) apartment door and patio sliding door until assisting officers arrived.

Det. Fernandez wasn’t sure how many rounds he had fired at the time but knew he fired at least three or four
through the door. Det. Fernandez added he couldn’t tell the difference in the caliber of the guns at the time the
shooting was taking place. Det. Fernandez said he never heard the suspect (Romo) go to the ground but when
told by Det. Ellefson he knew it was a good time to exit the suspect’s (Romo) apartment. Det. Fernandez added
he never saw the suspect’s face because he (Fernandez) was focusing on the shotgun barrel that the suspect was
holding. Det. Fernandez stated he didn’t hear the suspect (Romo) say anything during this incident. Det.
Fernandez said he doesn’t believe Sgt. Ramaekers or Det. Cobb fired their weapons. Det. Fernandez said
everyone involved in the execution were wearing their “raid gear” that identified all of them as police officers.

Det. Fernandez said he heard Det. Ellefson put out an “11-99” when they exited the suspect’s (Romo)
apartment. Det. Fernandez advised he got on the radio a short time later to update arriving officers on what gate
to use and a description of the suspect (Romo). Det. Fernandez said there was no doubt the suspect (Romo)
knew we were cops and he (Romo) intentionally blocked the front door with the living room couch. Det.
Fernandez reiterated he yelled out‘“‘come out, let me see your hands, RPD” over and over as he and Det.
Ellefson initially entered the apartment front door.

For more details refer to the audio recording and the transeripts.




|
OO0 W B WM -

DO et ot et ek e e el pd e
OO0 ~JON N W)W

|

23
24
29
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Al:

Al:

Al:

Al:

INTERVIEW WITH DET. PHIL FERNANDEZ,
Interviewer: Det. Ron Sanfilippo

11-06-11/3:00 pm

Case # p11169228

Page 1

INTERVIEW WITH DET. PHIL FERNANDEZ
Q=Det. Ron Sanfilippo
Q1=Det. Mike Medici
A=Det. Phil Fernandez
Al=Russell Perry

Okay. Like I said I’'m Detective Ron Sanfilippo, Detective Mike Medici. Uh
present at the table also is DA (Michelle Paradise), DA Investigator (Sean
Murphy) and your attorney - can you?

td

Russell Perry.

Russell Perry.

Yeah.

Okay. What we’re gonna do basically is just kinda go over what happened
today starting from the beginning of the search warrant all the way to the end
when you were brought down here.

Okay.

Um, before we get started I’ll go ahead and just uh, say that it’s about 3
o’clock in the afternoon on 11-16-2011. And if I some background on you a
little bit that’d be great.

Okay.

Before we get...

Sure I’m sorry.

If you - if you wouldn’t mind uh, my client’s here to give a statement. That’s
my understanding. Uh, and I am aware of uh, Riverside PD’s policy

regarding officer involved shootings and he’s here to give a statement in
compliance with uh, with that.
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Well um, what’s your um, right now where are you assigned and - and what is
your title?

Uh, currently Detective assigned to uh, the SACA Unit uh, Sexual Assault and
Child Abuse Unit.” Uh, Centralized Investigation Bureau.

Okay. How long have you been a sworn officer?
For 16 years.

Okay. Have you been with our RPD the whole time or have you been with
other agencies also?

Fifteen years with uh, Riverside Police Department and one year with Chula
Vista Police Department.

Your ID number?
ID 618.

And on today’s date you were um, assigned to go along uh, with a search
warrant that was gonna be uh, ? out on Indiana Avenue in the City of
Riverside?

Yes that’s correct.

Can you kinda tell us basically what - how that all started and how you were
brought into that and - and what eventually happened during this search
warrant?

Yes. Uh, yesterday got a phone call from uh, Case Agent uh, um, Detective
Laura (Riso) Ellefson. Uh, she asked if I was available to uh, assist in the
execution of a search warrant. Uh, yesterday about um, 11 o’clock in the
morning I gave her the um, confirmation that I’d be able to uh, to assist her.
Uh, and that was today’s date to execute that search warrant. I got to work
this morning uh, we had briefing on that search warrant uh, operation at 0700
hours.

Mm-hm.

Uh, Detective Ellefson uh, conducted the briefing on the operation. Uh, we
listened to the - the facts of the case and how that uh, that investigation was
developed uh, leading to uh, probable cause and uh, for the search warrant. It
was described that the residence is located at Tyler Springs uh, 55 and over
uh, community off of Tyler and uh, Indiana. I was familiar with this area. I




90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109

prny

1a1l
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131

1o

134

INTERVIEW WITH DET. PHIL FERNANDEZ
Interviewer: Det. Ron Sanfilippo

11-06-11/3:00 pm

Case # p11169228

Page 3

used to work this beat so I’'m familiar with uh, that apartment complex. And
uh, we had the brief went over uh, the profile of the suspect._Talked about uh,
i I remember uh. nothing was uh

He had mentioned that uh, that there was information that the wi-
suspect’s wife um, purchased a gun or has - was known to maybe carry a gun
on her person. It was a .25 I believe. That - that information from the family
that she would use that or she would carry that on her person or her purse.
Uh, Detective Ellefson uh, assigned some uh, gave some assignments uh, as
far as uh, who was gonna um, approach the door. Uh, I was assigned to uh,
the door-knocker. Uh, I was able to get one from uh, CIB and utilize that in
case that uh, we needed to make entry. I did uh, respond convoy uh,
Detective Ellefson and Detective (Rita Cobb) rode uh, in their - in Detective
Ellefson’s uh, city car.” Uh, I rode with uh, Detective (Jones) in his car. And
behind us was uh, supervisor Sergeant (Ramaekers). We did uh - during the
briefing she had uh, d- designated a gate that we were going to uh, enter -
enter the apartment complex through which is the far west gate. Um, excuse
me. Detective Ellefson had a uh, Knox-Box key and was able to open the
gate. We were able to make entry into the complex. Uh, followed each other
- convoyed. Uh, we were able to park uh, near the southwest corner at the -
the complex there.

Mm-hm.

Uh, just west of the uh, the apartment uh, target apartment. At exit uh, I was
able to - I grabbed the - the door knocker. Uh, single file uh, followed our
way down the path uh, towards the front. But - but she did mention that there
is a uh, a -'a back window leading out to that parking lot that we parked at.
We were walking by it uh, she pointed out to (Jeff Jones) who’s assigned to
cover that - that portion. In the briefing that uh, we uh, learned that there was
a uh, a patio that was uh, past or off to the side of the target apartment. Uh,
they had a the east - southeast corner there. That we stacked or single file uh,
and we’re walking past. We’re coming up to the patio uh, looking in the
patio. I remember she’d mention there’s a lot of foliage - a lot of plants in this
uh, patio. She was right there was a lot of plants. Looking in it - looking at
the patio or the slider window the - the blinds are closed. Went out to the
front uh, single file with uh, Detective Ellefson was the primary, secondary
and then [ believe it was a uh, (Rita) behind me - Sergeant (Ramackers). Go
to the door uh, up against the wall. Noticed that there’s a light on in the house
uh, right in front uh, straight acr- just off to the side of the doorway leading
into the apartment there’s a - look like what a - probably a kitchen window.
There’s a window but the blinds were closed. Obviously there was a - you
could tell that there was a light on. Detective Ellefson’s uh, knocking on the
door. Uh, not gettin’ any response. Uh, knocking a couple times. I could
hear Sergeant (Ramaekers) in the background saying um, he could see
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movement inside. He can’t tell if it’s a female or male. Uh, so they - he’s
giving us - telling us where they’re moving. Looks like they’re moving uh,
towards the either the living room or walking back away from it.  Uh, at this
point uh, Detective Ellefson’s now making the - making knock —knock and
notices. She’s uh, uh, demanding entry. Search warrant. Uh, identifyin’
ourselves uh, Riverside Police. Uh, I did yell out uh, “Search Warrant uh,
Riverside Police Department.” Point uh - (unintelligible) - there’s still no
response at the front door.

Mm-hm.

I uh, can’t remember which way uh, Detective Ellefson moves to the side
we’re gonna - I’'m gonna door knock it. I door knock it one time and the s-
some - some damage to the door. It doesn’t open all the way. Hit it again.
Opens up slightly. ‘But now you can tell there’s an obstruction there. At this
point uh, I - I'put down the door knocker on the side of the door - doorway
there to the left. Uh, and clearly I could see what appears to be a couch. Oh
and go back uh, up the point with - time when uh, just when we’re making a
knock and notice the light goes off.

Okay.

I couldn’t tell you when but to the best of my knowledge at some point that
light turned off.

Did somebody alert you to that of did you (unintelligible).
I - I saw-the light turn off.

Okay. Did somebody had - did somebody tell it? Yell it out or anything? Do
you remember?

Uh, that - no.

Okay.

No I don’t remember hearing that.

Okay.

Uh, that - that - I remember that the light turned off.

Okay.
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It was clearly from that window. Um, make entry. Look in - look in uh, into
the doorway clearly there’s - the couch is there. And it’s up against that door.
So we’re pushin’ it. I’m - I’m thinking - all I could see - I know that this -
something to the side. There’s a room to the - off to the right and then the
hallway straight down. Uh, I’ve been - I worked a - an investigation — code
eight investigation so I was kinda familiar with kind of the layout of those
apartments. So I could see that this - clearly the hallway and the living room
and then there’s a kitchen off to the side and then um, a nook uh, west of that
uh, kitchen.

Okay.

Anyways uh, we’re pushing the door out of the way and then we’re uh...
That just you and Laura?

Just me and Laura.

Okay.

Uh, Laura goes to the left. And ’'m - ’'m - I’m covering right. And I'm - and
I’m - at this point I’m thinking okay I can’t - I can’t clear the kitchen. There’s
a kitchen right here and I - [ believe it’s either Sergeant (Ramaekers) or
(Rita)’s right behind me and I go, “This kitchen’s right here.” It’s off to the,
you know, (unintelligible).

You’re pointing like to the right.
Exactly. Kinda to the right.
Okay.

But I - I’'m - and I’m concentrating. At this point I’'m - I’m already uh, I'm
down. I’m covering the hallway. And it’s dark. Um, and I’m kneeling so it’s
-1-1come down and I’m kneeling. And I’'m giving commands.

Okay.

I’m yelling out commands, “Come out. Come out. Let me see your hands.
Uh, Riverside Police. We’re at the front door.” And I can hear Laura giving
commands. And we’re - we’re numerous, you know, commands to come out
of the hallway. And again I - there’s a kit- the kit- there’s the couch here and
then there’s somethin’ that’s - that’s to my right. SoI-and againI'm -I'm
tryin’ to get some - some cover of some type.




224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
23]
238
239
240
241
242
243

Load
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
253
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265

268

SR N N SR G o

R xR 2 R

INTERVIEW WITH DET. PHIL FERNANDEZ
Interviewer: Det. Ron Sanfilippo

11-06-11/3:00 pm

Case # p11169228

Page 6

Did you have any cover at this point at all?

You know, I - I’'m already through the doorway. I’ve already - that...

So the doors to the side of you?

...that - oh and - the door opens in.

Okay.

So the door’s opening towards the kitchen.

Right.

So um, couch is here so I’m - I’m - I’m kneeling and I’m, you know, I’m uh,
my gun’s toward the hallway and I’'m giving these commands. At some point
uh, as I’m giving the commands I can see the silhouette come out. And all I
can see um, at this point uh, if I can describe it uh, silhouette of a person and I
can what appeared to be a long gun or shot gun uh, the barrel coming down
like this. '

And the barrel’s pointing down this...

Pointing down.

Okay.

It was coming out of - out of the hallway.

Okay.

So I’m thinking I’m covered and uh, you know, I come to the left and start
putting my firearm towards that direction. I don’t remember saying uh, any -
giving any other commands other than that.

Okay.

I never - either thinking of cover and then moving to left and I'm - I'm
shooting towards the silhouette. Uh...

Did you have cover at that point? Still out in the open?
I’m still out in the open. And I - and I could hear - then I could hear Laura

with some exchange of fire. Some - and I - and I’m thinking, you know, he’s
shooting at her.
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Mm-hm.

Um, only that she’s uh, my left. She ho- to the - uh, behind the - the - the
couch.

Okay.

I lost sight of him. And - the door’s right here. And uh, all I could think of is
gettin’ - gettin’ Laura out.

Mm-hm.

So I'm - ’'m - I’m puttin’ rounds through the door. And it - at - at that
direction.

All right.

I'blast on. Because I - I'm thinking he’s - he’s firin’ at her, I - I did-Ido
remember hearing a shotgun blast at some point. I couldn’t tell you when.
Uh, to the best of my knowledge I heard one shotgun blast. Uh, and I’'m - I'm
putting rounds in that direction. Um, at that point I hear uh, I - Laura said uh,
“He’s down.” And uh, I uh, come around. I could see the person uh, like the
- like that nook area. 1t’s still dark. I can’t see his body but I can see his - his
socks. But he’s facing up. At that point I’m thinkin’ we need to get - we need
to get out of here.

Mm-hm:;

Get Laura out. And uh, start moving, you know, I told them he was down.
Subject looked like he appeared to be down.

Mm-hm.

But we need to get out. Circle back around. Uh, three of us uh,
(unintelligible) point behind uh, the patio deck there’s a wall...

Mm-hm.

...that uh, cover behind that. And uh, Laura’s like, “I - I don’t have a
magazine. Ineed a fresh mag.” 1 pull out one of my mags. Hand it to her.
And I’m thinking this guy’s got a shotgun. This is a bad place. We- we’re in
a bad spot. Tell (Ramaekers) we need to - we need to uh, I just need uh, some
better cover. He uh, directs Laura to the left or south down the walkway.

And I believe she was up there with - with (Rita). (Rita) at that point so we go
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over there. I’'m covering the - the slider where - and during that point at some
point I hear another shotgun blast. I’'m thinking. ..

While you guys are outside?

While - while we’re behind that wall I can hear anothert shotgun blast clearly
coming from inside (unintelligible) clearly a shotgun blast. I’m thinkin’ I
need to - we need to - it’s a bad spot. We need to move over. Uh,
(Ramaekers) uh, I cover him. And he - he darts it to the right. He’s uh, going
north. Uh, that’s just another uh, patio wall.. .

Mm-hm,

...or he uses it concealment on that side. And he’s got eyes on the area of the
walkway leading to the doorway and then the slider door. At that point I had
him cover me and I - I coordinated. Uh, we waited there a couple minutes.
Can hear uh, units start uh, calling out uh, T remember putting out uh, you
know, the general location of the apartment. And access into the area to the
apartment complex. And there - soon thereafter uh, (unintelligible) uh,
directed to go to the CP.

Going back to the uh, upon arrival at the uh, location. Um, she’s - she’s
knocking at first...

Mm-hm.

...and there’s no response?

Right.

And at that point you said the lights were on.

Right.

All right. At some point the lights go off.

Mm-hm.

And then that’s when she started knocking even louder.
Right. Nothing...

Okay. No response again.
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No. There was no response. Um, we did the knock and notice at that time or
I mean she’s pounding on the door.

Right.

Identifying ourselves as Riverside Police Department.

And what - what uh, who made the determination to go ahead and do the
knocker? Or was it you, was it the sergeant? Or what - what made you guys

knock at that point?

Uh, at that point uh, we - it - it would seem like it was simultaneously. Uh,
I’m like no we need to - we need to get in there.

Bang it?

We need to bang it.

Okay.

And uh, I can’t remember if uh, Sergeant (Ramaekers) uh, gave directions. I -
I'mean at that point we needed to hit that door. I mean it - it’s - it was critical
time that we needed to get in there.

Right. Okay.

We weren’t getting the response we needed.

And you hit it twice you said before it would open up to the point where you
guys could make entry.

Mm-hm.
Then Laura goes to the left?
Mm-hm.

And you kinda step in. Do you go - can you go to the right or you just
basically step in?

I step in. I cross the threshold.

Right.
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And - and I know that I didn’t want to go any further because I - [ was
concerned about that kitchen.

Did you clear the door or were you still kinda partially behind the door using
that as cover to a degree?

I was - I was - I was partially using the door as cover.
Okay.

Because uh, again I was so concerned about - I - I remember saying the
kitchen’s, you know, right to my right and I...

Right.

...it’s not clear. And - and I didn’t expose myself any further I just - I just...
Were you and Laura communicating at that point like...

Um...

...verbally or was it just more just happened?

I - it - it was more than - uh, again I just - I mentioned that the kitchen’s right
here and needs to be cleared.

Okay.

Um, and we knew somebody was inside. And I just - once - once I focused
down the hallway I just started making uh, making the commands to come
out. I can hear uh, (Ramaekers) uh, giving some direction, “Let’s get - let’s
get them out of here.” You know, “Call them out. Call them out.” He started
uh, just giving the commands.

Now when you went in the lights were off? Was it dark in there?

I would say very dark.

Very dark? Okay. But did - did anybody ever turn on the lights?

You know, um, the lights did go on and I - I - I can’t remember...

Was it before the shooting or after the shooting?

...I-Ididn’t turn ‘em on.
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Do you know?
Uh, no it was - it was before, before the shooting. So yeah they did go on but

I-Ididn’t turn ‘em on. AndI-1 - yeah.

You had some - only thing you had was the door. 'You’re kinda like peeking
around it to see down the hall or do you have a clear shot right? Or you had to
peek around to see down the hall?

NoI-1had -1 had no - ‘cause it was offset.

Right.

Uh, so I - I - I'could- and then he had - there was furniture. Furniture
appeared that to be in that living room. So there was an obstruction waist high
um, you know, that was next to - going in - before you get into the - the
hallway there.

Okay.

Uh, again it was dark and - and then when he popped out I mean I was able to
see the silhouette and then just him holding what appeared to be the shotgun.

And I know it’s tough but when - when you were in there how long do you
guys think you guys were positioned in there before made his entry to where
you - long time? Was it short?

It was - it was uh, I think it was a minute.

Okay.

That fast.

And then you saw a silhouette you said coming down the hall.

Yeah.

Describing it as him holding the shot- a shotgun using two hands.

Two hands.

But it was pointed somewhat downward at the time...
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492 A Right. Right.
493
494 Q: ...as he’s walkin’. Was he walking or running or...
495
496 A: No. Looked like he was uh, just walking.
497
498 Q: But he was moving in your direction.
499
500 A: He was moving at my direction.
501
502 Q: Okay. What were you thinking?
503
504 A And I’'m thinkin’ - I’m thinking I need to get coverand [ need to - I need to
505 fire some rounds down where he’s at because at this point I see a weapon.
506
507 Q: Did Laura see it too? Do you know? Did you verbalize it or did...
508
509 A: Um, I don’t remember saying - if I dropped, you know, or anything about a
510 weapon. :
511
Qe Okay.
10
514 A: I uh, now I need to get cover.
515
516 Q: Okay.
517
518 A: And I know that - T know - I was gonna transition because of that - the
519 doorway-as in ‘cause I’'m right handed.
520
521 Q: Mm-hm.
522
523 A And uh, the way it was offset, you know, and the transition and I don’t - I
524 don’t - I don’t believe I did. But I remember thinking that if I need to - [ need
525 to get a clear shot because I - I - I remember moving to the left so I can keep
526 an eye on him. Because once - once he passed me to the - once he cleared the
527 threshold in the hallway I lost sight of him. I don’t know if he went in that
528 little nook or not.
529
530 Q: Okay.
531
532 A: But uh, once I could hear Laura and then the exchange of gunfire I thinking I
533 need to set - [ need to uh, get her out of there and I’m shootin’ at the direction

LotPund

where I saw him.
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Now when he was coming down the hall when did - who’s - did you say you
fired first? Do you remember? Or when do you remember firing when you
lost sight of him or when you saw...

When I - no when I - when he’s coming up to the - when I'see him I’m trying
to come up and get a - a visual on him and I’'m - at that point I discharged
my...

Did you see - was he giving a reaction to that or were you...

I couldn’t see. At - at that point I...

Okay.

...I didn’t see what - what happened to him.

Okay.

And - and again I was concerned ‘cause I know that I could hear Laura and I
can hear the uh...

Was she firing at that time also?

I - it appeared that she - she was uh, discharging her firearm at the same time.
Um, Il tell you' - T uh, was scared for her life and the only thing I could
think of is cover - just send a cover uh, fire.

Was she-ina line of fire then basically in her direction?

Yeah. There was no doubt in my mind. I mean that - the way he was
positioned or could have been in position the way she was at. I feared for her
safety. AndI-1-and]I - the only thing I could think of was just cover fire
and just get - even if it was going to that door and I - ‘cause I - I remember
hittin’...

(Unintelligible).

...hittin’ the doorway uh, a couple times in that direction.

Mm-hm. How many rounds you fired through the door?

Maybe three.

Do you know how many...
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Three or four.
...rounds you fired overall?
Well after the - the - being charted I do but at that - not at that time no.

Not at that time. Okay. So you know ‘cause you were there when they
charted it...

Right.

...back here at the station?

And I did - I do - I did do a combat load because when I went outside I
wanted to make sure I had a fresh - fresh magazine in my uh, my handgun. So
I - I switched that out and I had the uh, uh, four left in it.

Four left.

I gave my otherone to uh...

Now at this point when you’re shooting through the door and everything did
you - you said you were on your knees. Did you get back up off your knees or
were you still on your knees this whole time?

No I’m still kneeling.

Okay.

Um, and I’m still coming down. And I’'m thinking I just want to keep my low
profile uh, I thinking if - if this is the best opportunity I had is to keep a low
profile. And I’'m down. And I’'m - ’'m discharging my firearm in that
direction.

Do you hear or did you see him go to the ground?

No. I-T1uh, to the point that uh, Laura says uh, something to the effect that I
think he’s down. I peeked around. At some point I can - I can see his feet.

Okay.
That he’s down. And I could see he’s wearing white socks. At that point I’'m

thinking we need to get out. Covering and uh, had Laura get out so that we
get uh, another position of cover.
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He was - when there was an exchange could you tell the difference in the
rounds that were being fired like from the .9 I mean like from the .40 shotgun
at the time or now you’re lookin’ back you could but at the time could you tell
he was firing the shotgun?

Yeah. The - during the exchange of gun firing I clearly hear - heard one gun -
uh, shotgun blast.

Mm-hm.

But I could clearly hear our - our gunfire. Yeah. But not - but there was
definitely uh, one blast at least that I heard...

Okay.

...coming uh, from that direction. I - I couldn’t tell where - where the impact
or which - which direction it’s coming from. I didn’t see any muzzle fire.

Mm-hm.
I do uh, I do remember hearing a shotgun blast.

Okay. Laura was - was he - she pretty much bunkered down behind the couch
at that point?

She was. Yeah.

Returning rounds so she (unintelligible)?

I can hear her. Yeah, I can hear her. I can’t see her. I can hear her.
Mm-hm.

Um, and again my - my concern was that she was right - right in - right in the
open.

Mm-hm.

Um, and that we need to get out of there.

So that’s going through your mind. The whole time you’re involved and this
guy’s trying to shoot at both you and your partner your mind says basically I

gotta get her out of there.

I need to get her out.
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She’s gonna - when it turns out she says he - I think he’s down. So you guys
get out of there.

Right.

Uh, up front you give her a mag.

Right.

Goes down by (Rita).

Right.

And then um, (Wayne)’s covering the front while you’re covering the patio. ..
Right. Definitely.

...till you guys get - um, ever see his face?

No.

Never saw his face?

I'mean I was clearly focused on that shotgun barrel.
Mm-hm.

I'mean it - ’'m back on training where they talked about that. Focus right on
that - that gun barrel.

Did you ever see him raise that shotgun, the barrel? How far - how close do
you think you got to him? Was he - or how close did he get to you?

Um, this end of the doorway. Um, by the end of the table was where I last -
where I could see him coming out of the hallway.

End of the table?
Yeah. Approximate. Um, again - again it’s offset.
Right.

This is the doorway and then the hallway is right here so.
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716  Q: Mm-hm.
717
718 A: The only thing I had again was just that - the couch; And then there’s
719 something to my right and I can’t remember what it was.
720
721  Q: Well the couch is more to your left though right?
722
723 A: I’m sorry to the left. Right.
724
725 Q: Was there any - was the couch in front of you at any point? Was it before -
726 was it over to your left?
727
728 A: Just - just to my left.
729
730 Q: It was to your left?
731
732 A: Right.
733
734  Q: So you were...
735
A Yeah. I mean we had to move it away from the - gettin’ in...
19 ]
738  Q: Okay.
739
740 A ... remember it being right there.
741
742 Q: Right.
743
744 A: And then something to my right. It was like...
745
746 Q: You were definitely exposed then. You were...
747
748 A: Oh there was no doubt. I mean I was right in the funnel.
749
750 Q: Were you afraid they were gonna shoot through the - the door? He was gonna
751 fire the shotgun through the door?
752
753 A I was - yeah, I was worried that he’s gonna start firing rounds at the doorway.
754 And - and it was my concern that uh, he’s gonna start - and again the shotgun
755 blast - I - I think it was a shotgun blast. Uh...
756
757 Q: Did you see where he shot? Could you tell us where it was. ..
8
-7 A I couldn’t tell. Again I -1 didn’t see any muzzle fire.

760
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Mm-hm.
Um...

Do you know if your - the uh, the sergeant or (Rita) made entry into the
apartment behind you? Or do you know where they wete at when this was
going on?

They were uh...

Pretty...

...(Wayne) - (Ramaekers) directly behind me. He was - I don’t remember
seein’ (Rita) but I know that uh, I can hear her.

Right.

Sergeant (Ramaekers) uh, I can hear him giving his commands or he can - I
can hear him, you know, saying things so.

Do you know if any of them fired?

No I'don’t - I'don’t uh, I don’t believe uh, anybody fired above me or I didn’t
- at this point I - I know I’m firing.

Right.

Uh, but no-nobody - me and Laura. Nobody - I didn’t hear any, you know,
gunshot above my heard or - again I - I was - I kept my low profile down and
just figured that was the only position advantage I had then to move out of
that - that doorway.

Yeah.

Or somewhere, you know, get some cover. That was - that was my thing.
(Unintelligible). Sounds like you guys were in a bad position. And you guys
got stuck in this apartment and you didn’t - especially Laura gettin’ stuck

behind that couch that was...

And she was my number one concern. I mean I - I knew that we needed to get
her out of there.

Mm-hm.
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806 A: And I know that I - I had to deflect whatever he’s doing. If he was doing
807 anything that wou- uh, Laura I’m gonna - I’m gonna provide some cover fire.
808 ‘
809 Q: Mm-hm.
810
811 Ql: Phil do you know if all your rounds were fired through the door?
812
813 A Um, not all of ‘em. Iknow there was a few in fact that - that hit the door
814 again.
815
816 QIl: Okay. So your position was pretty consistent by the doorway...
817
818 A: Right.
819
820 Ql: ...um, either partial cover or at - at the door?
821
822 A: Right.
823
824 Ql: Had raid gear on I assume?
825
45 A Yes.
o/
828 QI: Which is marked in some way shape or form...
829
830 A: Right.
831
832 Ql: ...with Police?
833
834 A: Yes.
835
836 Ql: Anybody looking at you...
837
838 A: Yes.
839 :
840 QI: Do you remember when you first saw the silhouette appear with the shotgun
841 barrel giving commands to drop the gun or anything like - or you don’t
842 remember one way or another whether you did or you didn’t?
843
844 A: Yeah. The best to my recollection that I can - I don’t remember giving
845 commands to drop. I know in my mind I’m thinking cover and he’s got a
846 weapon. I need to address that - that situation and - and uh...
847
8 Ql: Do you remember the suspect saying anything?

<. 7
850 A: No. Ididn’t hear - I never hear him say...
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Um, and I think you briefly talked about the shotgun blast you heard. And
you don’t uh, in sequential order of what happened whether you guys fired
first or the shotgun blast came first.

Right.

And you hear - you guys were outside - out of the apartment. I guess at some
point you said Laura - you gave Laura a magazine?

Right.

Was it at that position when you guys were out of the apartment so you gave
her an extra magazine?

Yeah.

Did you hear any additional gun blasts outside when you guys had freed
yourself from the apartment?

[ did. Uh, once we to- once we uh, came out of the apartment the three of us
were at that block wall. Fire’s right there. Uh, took my mag out, handing it to
Laura uh, covering the slider. Boom I hear a uh, a shotgun blast. It was in my
mind as a shotgun blast coming from inside that apartment. I just told
(Ramacekers) we - this is not a good spot for us. We need to get better cover.
And that’s when we started to...

I think Ron might have touched on this too but strikes or impacts around you
or on any object near you? Did you feel any incoming impacts at all?

T did not. I did not.

Um, do you know who if anyone got on the radio at all was shots fired that -
did you?

I did not. I was still coverin’ uh, Laura was puttin’ that info out.

Okay.

I was - ‘cause I remember as we’re coming out I’'m still covering down
exiting. I can hear (Ramaekers) uh, give direction. I - guys put out the info I
can’t - I can’t put out the info. He had his radio uh, some issues with HT.

Laura’s puttin’ out the info at the time.

All right. Did you have a HT with you or a radio or anything?




896
897
898
899
900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914
915

vul
918
919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927
928
929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
e

./

Ql:

Ql:

Ql:

Q1:

Ql:

INTERVIEW WITH DET. PHIL FERNANDEZ
Interviewer: Det. Ron Sanfilippo

11-06-11/3:00 pm

Case # p11169228

Page 21

Yeah I had an HT. And 1 -1did use it at the point where it was uh, [ was
already off to the side with Sergeant (Ramackers) had already uh, keeping an
eye on the slider and the front doorway or the walkway.

(Unintelligible).

Other than Laura did you hear anyone else put out shots fired or anything like
that?

No.

Was no - there was no doubt that that uh, door was barricaded then on
purpose. That...

It was barricaded. It was - it was intentionally put there to - to block that
door.

Mm-hm.

There was no doubt in my mind. And [ think that’s what prevented it from
popping open the first time ‘cause I - [ hit that door hard.

Mm-hm.

And um, ‘cause it had - that - that knocker was gonna go through that door
and then when I pull it out it hit it again we moved it clearly it was uh,
affecting that door.

In your mind there was no doubt that he knew you guys were cops?
Officers with the Riverside Police Department.

‘Cause you knocked numerous times.

Numerous.

You said we’re RPD Search Warrant.

Yeah.

Even when you got in - were - were you asking to see his hands at any point
or anything like that? Was that you, Laura or who - you guys (unintelligible).




INTERVIEW WITH DET. PHIL FERNANDEZ
Interviewer: Det. Ron Sanfilippo
11-06-11/3:00 pm

Case # p11169228
58 Page 22
940 A: I’m giving commands uh, at the doorway ‘cause again I’m concerned on that
941 hallway now. And uh, it’s dark. I’'m thinking the kitchen’s to my right. And
942 I’m giving commands, “Come out. Let me see your hands. Come out. Let
943 me see your hands. Riverside Police Department. Come out.” And (Rita)
944 and I can hear uh...
945
946 Ql: Laura.
947
948 A: ...Laura just giving out uh, commands, numerous commands.
949
950 Q: Okay.
951
952 Ql: Okay. (Unintelligible) break.
953
954 Q: Do you have anything for us before we go on our break? Anything else you
955 want to add or anything that...
956
957 A: No.
958
959 Q: We’ll take a quick break. It’s about 3:35 and we’ll go back on in a few
A minutes.
962

963  This transcript has begn revi€wed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate
964  transcription.
965  Signed ' (2-30-/(

é
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INTERVIEW WITH DET. PHIL FERNANDEZ
Q=Det. Ron Sanfilippo
A=Det. Phil Fernandez
Q: Okay. Itis 3:45 in the afternoon on 11-16-2011. And Phil um, unless you

have something for us anything you want to add I don’t think we have any
further questions for you.

A: Okay. Nothin’ to add.
Q: Nothing else?

A: No.

Q:

Okay. Itis 3:45. Concludes the interview.

This transcript has beep reviewed Avith the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate

transcription. <
Signed gt [2- 30~ /‘./




